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Go, Ye Therefore (Matthew 28:19)

Rev. Shannon Philio, Assistant Pastor
(GATHER –GROW –GO)

	 Young eaglets sometimes need coaxing to leave the security, warmth, and 

comfort of their nests.  Not leaving the nest and learning to fly puts the young eagles in 

grave and deadly peril from storms and predators.  If eaglets never leave their nest, 

their wing muscles would never fully develop.  Often a mother will build the base of her 

nest with thorns, rocks, and other sharp material, seemingly unsuited for a resting place.  

Over such discomfort, she lines the nest with soft padding of feathers, straw, and other 

comfortable material.  When the eaglets refuse to leave, the mother will begin “tirring”up 

the nest, removing the soft lining to make the nest insufferably uncomfortable.  Would 

the mother eagle not stir up her nest, the eaglets would not have the desire to fly and 

most likely would meet their deaths.  Only about fifty percent of bald eagle chicks will 

survive their first year.  

Deuteronomy 32:11-12 says concerning God and His children, “ike an eagle that 

stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and 

carries them aloft, the Lord alone led Israel.” God has not designed nor saved us to 

remain in our comfort zones.  Sometimes Christians are like those young eaglets, 

refusing to leave the security, warmth, and comfort of the church nest.  Just as Jesus 

called Peter out of the boat in Matthew 14:29, Jesus calls us out of our boats.  When 

Peter became frightened because of the wind and the buffeting waves, he took his eyes 

off Christ and began to sink.  Leaving our comfort zones can be scary, true.  But God 

promises to go with us as He sends us out into the world and to catch us on His wings 

and to carry us when necessary.  Unless we go, we too, like those eaglets, may never 



fully develop.  We may never fully develop spiritually into the believers the Lord would have us to be.  We 

would never develop those faith muscles necessary to face life’ storms and to protect us from the attacks 

of Satan, the world, and the flesh.  

Matthew 5:16, “et your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father Who is in Heaven.” Isn’ it time you stepped out of the boat in a step of faith?  What is 

the Lord calling you to do?  Where is the Lord asking you to go?  Are your comfort zones preventing you 

from being fishers of men instead of cowards of men?  Joshua 1:9 says, “e strong and courageous. Do not 

be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 2 Timothy 1:7 

says, “or God did not give us a spirit of timidity but of power and love.”  Comfort zones can prevent us from 

going, but God uses our “oing”to help us in our “rowing” spiritually.  Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “o 

something every day that scares you.” Jesus left His comfort zone above to die on the cross for His elect 

who repent of their sins and place their faith and trust in Him as Lord and only Savior and so receive 

justification and eternal life.  Now, will you leave your comfort zone to preserve and advance Christ’ 

kingdom for His and the Father’ glory?  Matthew 28:18-20, “nd Jesus came and said, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  Isaiah 40:31, 

“hose who hope and trust in the Lord will renew their strength and soar as on wings like eagles.”  

And now, an update from
our missionaries to 

Burkina Faso in West Africa,
Evan and Bonnie...
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June 3    Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall
                                    
June 4    Communion at the  morning worship  service 

June 11    Monthly Luncheon after the worship service. Please bring a dish to share

June 14    Ladies Bible Study begins for the summer at 6:30 pm 

June 18    Communion at the  evening worship  service

June 19    Deacons Meeting  at 5:30 pm

June 26    Session Meeting at 6:00 pm 

Please pray for General Assembly the week of June 12-16th in Memphis, TN. “50” years
of the PCA.

Please mark your calendar for this upcoming event:
Blood Drive held here at the church in the Fellowship Hall, Thursday, July 6th from 10 am to
2 pm.  Contact Kim in the church office to set up an appointment or contact American Red
Cross at 1-800-733-2767/redcrossblood.org.  Invite yuor friends! 
                                

Dates to Remember for June

Elliana Smith   3rd             Diane Bowden   4th

                    Tim Horn   27th



David Allen 228‐547‐1007 david.allen@firstpresbiloxi.org

Ben Bowden 228‐596‐5007 ben.bowden@firstpresbiloxi.org

John Chaney 228‐238‐4379 john.chaney@firstpresbiloxi.org

Mike Clark 228‐ 326‐3213 mike.clark@firstpresbiloxi.org

Jeff Harrison 228‐596‐6600 jeff.harrison@firstpresbiloxi.org

Scott Malthaner 830‐320‐1070 scott.malthaner@firstpresbiloxi.org

Ken Pennell 601‐674‐1637 ken.pennell@firstpresbiloxi.org

Aaron Smith 601‐214‐0918 aaron.smith@firstpresbiloxi.org

Charles Pringle (Em.)   228‐388‐2517 charles.pringle@firstpresbiloxi.org

Tim Horn (Pastor) 662‐313‐8445 tim.horn@firstpresbiloxi.org

Shannon Philio

(Assistant Pastor)

228‐327‐3875 shannon.philio@firstpresbiloxi.org

Andy Bagby 228‐547‐5334 andy.bagby@firstpresbiloxi.org

Phil Harding 410‐310‐2389 phil.harding@firstpresbiloxi.org

Steve Lustig 608‐719‐9372 steve.lustig@firstpresbilox.org

Steve VanderKooy 228‐990‐1933 steve.vanderkooy@firstpresbilox.org

Jeff Harrison Music Director jeff.harrison@firstpresbiloxi.org

Melba Sipriano Pianist/Organist melba.sipriano@firstpresbiloxi.org

Kim Clark 228‐374‐6880 info@firstpresbiloxi.org

Elders

Deacons

Church Musicians

Church Secretary

1340 Beach Boulevard

Biloxi, Mississippi 39530

228.374.6880

firstpresbiloxi.org

First Presbyterian Church of Biloxi is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 

America.  To learn more about the PCA, log on to pcanet.org
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