
September 2023

 

 
MINISTRY UPDATE 

The Session and Diaconate met this month and here is what is happening.   
 
Pastor Shannon Philio gave us a report on his work at our church and the Moss Point church 
where he serves as stated supply.  “Stated supply” is our denomina�on’s way of saying that he 
preaches for them, but he is not serving as their official pastor.  Of course, Shannon goes above 
and beyond and pastors that congrega�on; and he has had some encouragements this year.  
They have added a couple of new ruling elders and have received new members.  Praise the 
Lord!   
 
The session decided to suspend celebra�ng the Lord’s Supper at the evening service for the 
�me being.  We will con�nue our long-standing prac�ce of celebra�ng the Lord’s Supper on the 
first Sunday of the month in the morning service. 
 
Kayleigh Clark has been working on a proposal for a new church website with upgrades to our 
social media presence which she presented to the session.   The new website is in the works 
and will be up and running in the near future if all goes according to plan.  This website will also 
be phone/notebook friendly and there is even the op�on to have our own app.  She has created 
an Instagram account as well which will further increase our media presence. 
 
We have a number of people visi�ng our church at the moment and Pastor Tim is seeking to 
organize an “Inquirer’s Class”.  If someone wants to learn about First Pres Biloxi and/or join our 
church; this class would answer all your ques�ons.  Of course, it wouldn’t be open only to 
visitors.  Anyone would be welcome to a�end.  He is currently trying to figure out a schedule for 
this class.  If you are interested, please let him know. 
 
Presbytery is mee�ng September 12th at FPC Gulfport.  The mee�ng starts with worship at 
9:00am and anyone is welcome to a�end.  This is a special mee�ng because we will be spending 
some �me celebra�ng the 50th anniversary of Grace Presbytery with a slide show and panel 
discussion from some of our original members. 
 
There is an outreach opportunity to report that comes to us from our Women’s Ministries team.  
Our church is encouraging the teachers at our local school, Biloxi Upper Elementary, by 
providing a birthday cake each month for every teacher who is celebra�ng a birthday.  We have 
a sign there that tells them that FPC Biloxi is providing the cake and we are thinking about them.  
The first month was a great success and the teachers were very pleased and thankful.  The cake 
costs about $50 and we are asking for volunteers to provide funding for a month throughout the 
school year.  I would encourage two or three people to volunteer together so the cost will be 
lower per person.  Contact Kim in the office to volunteer or for more informa�on.  We are 
looking into some other opportuni�es to impact the community that we will tell you about in 
the near future. 
 



The Diaconate has been hard at work taking care of the church property.  There has been repair 
work to the columns at the front of the church, and some minor repairs to the Father Ryan 
manse.  The priority at the moment is working on repairs to the St. Paul manse.  Work has 
already begun on installing a new water line.  This work is in addi�on to the regular cleaning and 
maintenance of the church property, and a few workdays over in Moss Point to help with 
cleanup a�er the tornadoes.  There is a long list of items on their to do list, so any help would 
be appreciated.  Simply contact a deacon and they will direct you! 
 
We will have our annual Cruisin’ the Coast picnic on Friday, October 6th, so mark your calendars.  
Plans are not finalized, but we are hoping to have a fish fry. 
 
 
 

Real happiness is more of a habit than a goal,
more of an a�tude than an a�ainment.  It is
the companion of cheerfulness, not the circumstance.
Happiness is what overtakes us when we forget
ourselves, when we learn to open our eyes in 
op�mism and close the door in the face of defeat.
We win happiness when we lose ourselves in
service to others.

Love is the spark that kindles the fire of compassion.
Compassion is the fire that flames the candle of service.  
Service is the candle that lights the beacon of faith.
Faith is the beacon that reflects the power of God.  God
is the power that creates the miracle of love.

Where there is love, there is concern.  
Where there is concern, there is kindness.
Where there is kindness, there is harmony.
Where there is harmony, there is helpfulness.
Where there is helpfulness, there is Christ.
Where there is Christ, there is love. 

The words of

William Arthur Ward
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From Evan and Bonnie...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sym4_QSeSjk
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Dates to Remember for September

Fran Handel   1st              Chris Smith   5th

Phil Pennington   11th     Margaret Fore   17th

Tammy Turney   20th     Ashley VanderKooy   20th

 
     
September 2      Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall
                                    
September 3      Communion at the  morning worship  service 

September 4      Church office will be closed for Labor Day Holiday 

September 6      Ladies Leadership Meeting at 5:30 pm in the church library

September 10    Monthly luncheon after the worship service, please bring a dish to share

September 17    Communion at the  evening worship  service 

September 18    Deacons Meeting  at 5:30 pm

September 18    Men’s Study begins at 6:30 pm in the church library, there will be more info in 
                                the church bulletin    
September 23   Ladies Fall Get Together at 2-4 pm at the home of Pat Pennell.  More info
                                TBA in the church
September 26   Session Meeting at 6:00 pm   
                                                     

(it is suspended for a while)

Fellowship Groups are an opportunity to spend time with people in the church in a
less formal setting.  The goal is to get to know one another better so we can 
encourage and minister to one another.  The focus is more on personal relation
ships than Bible Study; though there may be a devotional or discussion during
the get together.  We currently have three fellowship groups that are organized
geographically- West Biloxi, Central Biloxi and Jackson County, for more 
information contact Kim at the church office.



David Allen 228‐547‐1007 david.allen@firstpresbiloxi.org

Ben Bowden 228‐596‐5007 ben.bowden@firstpresbiloxi.org

John Chaney 228‐238‐4379 john.chaney@firstpresbiloxi.org

Mike Clark 228‐ 326‐3213 mike.clark@firstpresbiloxi.org

Jeff Harrison 228‐596‐6600 jeff.harrison@firstpresbiloxi.org

Scott Malthaner 830‐320‐1070 scott.malthaner@firstpresbiloxi.org

Ken Pennell 601‐674‐1637 ken.pennell@firstpresbiloxi.org

Aaron Smith 601‐214‐0918 aaron.smith@firstpresbiloxi.org

Charles Pringle (Em.)   228‐388‐2517 charles.pringle@firstpresbiloxi.org

Tim Horn (Pastor) 662‐313‐8445 tim.horn@firstpresbiloxi.org

Shannon Philio

(Assistant Pastor)

228‐327‐3875 shannon.philio@firstpresbiloxi.org

Andy Bagby 228‐547‐5334 andy.bagby@firstpresbiloxi.org

Phil Harding 410‐310‐2389 phil.harding@firstpresbiloxi.org

Steve Lustig 608‐719‐9372 steve.lustig@firstpresbilox.org

Steve VanderKooy 228‐990‐1933 steve.vanderkooy@firstpresbilox.org

Jeff Harrison Music Director jeff.harrison@firstpresbiloxi.org

Melba Sipriano Pianist/Organist melba.sipriano@firstpresbiloxi.org

Kim Clark 228‐374‐6880 info@firstpresbiloxi.org

Elders

Deacons

Church Musicians

Church Secretary

1340 Beach Boulevard

Biloxi, Mississippi 39530

228.374.6880

firstpresbiloxi.org

First Presbyterian Church of Biloxi is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 

America.  To learn more about the PCA, log on to pcanet.org
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